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Full Cable Car Design and Route Unveiled 
 

The Mount Wellington Cableway Company (MWCC) today unveiled their 
Development Application plans for the cable car on kunanyi/Mt Wellington. 

MWCC chair Jude Franks said today the design of the project had been refined 
significantly in response to public feedback, planning scheme restrictions and 
detailed engineering work to make it the best cable car and mountain experience 
possible. 

“The cable car will benefit tourism, provide enjoyment and employment for local 
Tasmanians and improve the mountain environment,” she said. 

“We’ve listened. Our detailed plans address a range of issues raised with us 
including the location and road access to the base station, traffic amenity and 
flow. 

The Finalised Proposal keeps the same optimal alignment as was launched in 
2014 and is shortened to 2.7km with just three towers. 

The new base station is located on a clearing along the Main Fire Trail within 
Wellington Park. Access to the base station will be via a new 2.5km link road 
from the existing roundabout just before the Tip on McRobies and follows 
existing trails. 

MWCC also propose a new T-intersection on Cascade Road which will divert 
current Tip traffic away from residential properties in Degraves and Aplsey 
streets and provides better visitor access to the Female Factory Historic Site. 

“The Project’s total cost remains at $50 million, with MWCC reinvesting some of 
the cost-savings from the shortened route into better public facilities at the 
summit and the new link road to the base station.  

“All costs for the new link road can be paid for by MWCC and all public land 
required for the cable car will be leased on commercial terms,” Ms Franks said. 

MWCC has released detailed Visual Impact images showing the final designs of 
the Pinnacle Centre sitting largely below the skyline and should not be easily 
visible to the unaided eye from anywhere in Hobart. Only 10 metres of the first 
cable car tower and 15 metres of the second tower will be visible above the tree 
canopy, and both are largely hidden in forest near the base station. 
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The optimal route selected by MWCC keeps the system to a single 36 metre 
tower near the summit, which also sits below the skyline when viewed from the 
City. For this tower, MWCC is proposing two different options to gauge public 
preference– a rust-coloured metal lattice tower or a sculptured concrete tower. 

This height compares to the 131-metre-high Broadcast Australia Tower and the 
90-Metre WIN transmission tower on the Pinnacle. 

Due to their size and colour, the cable cars will be difficult to see against the sky 
and mountain backdrop. 

MWCC proposes to remove the current public shelter which is visible on the 
skyline and replace it with the Pinnacle Centre with better facilities and safety 
regulation compliant walkways. 

Ms Frank said the company was highly confident in the technical design, safety 
and financial viability of the project. 

“Since 2014 a massive amount of work has gone into the design and engineering 
as well as very detailed studies of weather and visitation patterns, and other 
aspects of this project,” she said. 

This Finalized Proposal is all but ready for assessment by the Hobart City 
Council, pending final investigative surveys in the Park. MWCC has applied for a 
new Authority from the State Government to carry out final geotechnical surveys 
and is seeking permission from Hobart City Council for a flora and fauna study 
for the proposed new link road. 

Consistent with MWCC’s promise when the Preliminary Proposal was launched in 
2014, MWCC are now seeking public feedback on the Finalised Proposal released 
today before entering the statutory planning process. 
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